Le physicien Stephen Hawking soutient le
boycott academique d'lsraél
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C'est une personnalité de renommeée internationale qui a officialisé son soutien a la campagne
de boycott académique d'Israél, rapporte mercredi 8 mai le Guardian. La prise de position de
Stephen Hawking, physicien de renommée internationale 4gé de 71 ans, n'a pas manqué de
faire grincer des dents en Israél. Pour les animateurs de la campagne Boycott-
désinvestissement-sanctions (BDS), dirigée a l'encontre des institutions académiques
israeliennes, elle représente en revanche une victoire.

Afin de protester contre le traitement réservé par I'Etat hébreu aux Palestiniens, ce professeur
de mathématiques a l'université de Cambridge a adressé la semaine derniere une lettre au
président israélien, Shimon Péres, pour expliquer sa décision de ne plus participer a la
conférence qu'il organise en juin. Le Britannique, atteint de sclérose latérale amyotrophique
(maladie de Charcot), avait auparavant accepté l'invitation de M. Péres a assister a sa
cinquiéme conférence annuelle. Le physicien était attendu aux cotés de l'ancien président
américain Bill Clinton et de I'ancien premier ministre britannique Tony Blair. Coincidant cette
anneée avec les 90 ans du président israélien, I'affront n'en est que plus vivement ressenti.

Dans une déclaration publiée avec son accord, le Comité britannique pour les universités de
Palestine explicite "sa décision prise en toute indépendance de respecter le boycott, sur la
base de sa connaissance de la Palestine et des conseils unanimes de ses contacts
académiques la-bas", rapporte le Guardian. Depuis I'annonce de sa participation a cette
conférence, il y a quatre semaines, Stephen Hawking a croulé sous les messages venus de
Grande-Bretagne et d'ailleurs pour I'enjoindre a rejoindre la campagne BDS.

UNE DECISION POLEMIQUE

La décision de Stephen Hawking ne lui a pas valu que des félicitations. "L'utilisation du
boycott académique contre Israél est inapproprié et scandaleux, en particulier pour ceux a
qui l'esprit de liberté est la base de la mission humaine et académique, a déploré Israél
Maimon, le président de la conférence annuelle de Shimon Pérés. Israél est une démocratie
au sein de laquelle chacun peut trouver a s'exprimer, quelles que soient ses opinions. Une
décision de boycott est incompatible avec un discours ouvertement democratique.”

Au sein de la communauté académique, le soutien au boycott d'Israél fait en effet I'objet d'une
polémique. L'intellectuel juif américain et fervent défenseur de la cause palestinienne, Noam
Chomsky, s'est prononcé en faveur du boycott et du désinvestissement envers les sociétés
faisant affaire dans les territoires occupés.


http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/may/08/stephen-hawking-israel-academic-boycott

Il a, en revanche, qualifié le boycott général d'Israél comme un "cadeau fait aux jusqu'au-
boutistes israéliens et a leurs soutiens américains”. En 2011, le Parlement israélien avait
dailleurs promulgué une loi faisant de I'appel au boycott par un individu ou une organisation
un délit civil qui peut entrainer le paiement de dommages et interéts.

Les accusations d'antisémitisme se sont multipliées a I'encontre de Stephen Hawking. S'il
semble avoir durci sa position a I'égard d'Israél, apres une visite en 2006 dans des universités
israéliennes et palestiniennes, on ne lui préte aucun propos de cette nature en public. En 2009,
le physicien a dénoncé I'opération Plomb durci menée pendant trois semaines par Israél dans
la bande de Gaza, qualifiant de "disproportionnée” la réponse apportée par I'Etat hébreu aux
tirs de roquettes palestiniens. "La situation ressemble a celle qui prévalait en Afrique du sud
avant 1990 et ne peut continuer™, avait-il déclaré sur la chaine Al-Jazira.
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Stephen Hawking joins academic boycott of Israel

Physicist pulls out of conference hosted by president Shimon Peres in
protest at treatment of Palestinians

e Harriet Sherwood and Matthew Kalman in Jerusalem
e The Guardian, Wednesday 8 May 2013

Professor Stephen Hawking is backing the academic boycott of Israel by pulling out of a
conference hosted by Israeli president Shimon Peres in Jerusalem as a protest at Israel's
treatment of Palestinians.

Hawking, 71, the world-renowned theoretical physicist and former Lucasian Professor of
Mathematics at the University of Cambridge, had accepted an invitation to headline the fifth
annual president's conference, Facing Tomorrow, in June, which features major international
personalities, attracts thousands of participants and this year will celebrate Peres's 90th
birthday.

Hawking is in very poor health, but last week he wrote a brief letter to the Israeli president to
say he had changed his mind. He has not announced his decision publicly, but a statement
published by the British Committee for the Universities of Palestine with Hawking's approval
described it as "his independent decision to respect the boycott, based upon his knowledge of
Palestine, and on the unanimous advice of his own academic contacts there".
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Hawking's decision marks another victory in the campaign for boycott, divestment and
sanctions targeting Israeli academic institutions.

In April the Teachers' Union of Ireland became the first lecturers' association in Europe to call
for an academic boycott of Israel, and in the United States members of the Association for
Asian American Studies voted to support a boycott, the first national academic group to do so.

In the four weeks since Hawking's participation in the Jerusalem event was announced, he has
been bombarded with messages from Britain and abroad as part of an intense campaign by
boycott supporters trying to persuade him to change his mind. In the end, Hawking told
friends, he decided to follow the advice of Palestinian colleagues who unanimously agreed
that he should not attend.

Hawking's decision met with abusive responses on Facebook, with many commentators
focusing on his physical condition, and some accusing him of antisemitism.

By participating in the boycott, Hawking joins a small but growing list of British personalities
who have turned down invitations to visit Israel, including Elvis Costello, Roger Waters,
Brian Eno, Annie Lennox and Mike Leigh.

However, many artists, writers and academics have defied and even denounced the boycott,
calling it ineffective and selective. lan McEwan, who was awarded the Jerusalem Prize in
2011, responded to critics by saying: "If I only went to countries that | approve of, | probably
would never get out of bed ... It's not great if everyone stops talking."

Noam Chomsky, a prominent supporter of the Palestinian cause, has said that he supports the
"boycott and divestment of firms that are carrying out operations in the occupied territories"
but that a general boycott of Israel is "a gift to Israeli hardliners and their American
supporters".

Hawking has visited Israel four times in the past. Most recently, in 2006, he delivered public
lectures at Israeli and Palestinian universities as the guest of the British embassy in Tel Aviv.
At the time, he said he was "looking forward to coming out to Israel and the Palestinian
territories and excited about meeting both Israeli and Palestinian scientists".

Since then, his attitude to Israel appears to have hardened. In 2009, Hawking denounced
Israel's three-week attack on Gaza, telling Riz Khan on Al-Jazeera that Israel's response to
rocket fire from Gaza was "plain out of proportion ... The situation is like that of South
Africa before 1990 and cannot continue."

Israel Maimon, chairman of the presidential conference said: "This decision is outrageous and
wrong.

"The use of an academic boycott against Israel is outrageous and improper, particularly for
those to whom the spirit of liberty is the basis of the human and academic mission. Israel is a
democracy in which everyone can express their opinion, whatever it may be. A boycott
decision is incompatible with open democratic discourse."

In 2011, the Israeli parliament passed a law making a boycott call by an individual or
organisation a civil offence which can result in compensation liable to be paid regardless of
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actual damage caused. It defined a boycott as "deliberately avoiding economic, cultural or
academic ties with another person or another factor only because of his ties with the State of
Israel, one of its institutions or an area under its control, in such a way that may cause
economic, cultural or academic damage".

« This article was amended on 8 May 2013. The original described Hawking as Lucasian
Professor of Mathematics at the University of Cambridge. He stepped down in 2009.

Is Stephen Hawking right to join the
academic boycott of Israel?

Stephen Hawking has pulled out of a conference hosted by the lIsraeli president, Shimon
Peres, in Jerusalem as a protest at Israel's treatment of Palestinians. Is he right to do so?
e guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 8 May 2013 10.00 BST

A statement published with Stephen Hawking's approval said his withdrawal was based on
advice from academic contacts in Palestine. Photograph: Facundo Arrizabalaga/EPA

60%  Yes
40% No
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